GaIS‘Set ffer the Laguna de Santa Rosa

REPRESENTATW ES frem a dlverse group of argamzatmns and agenczes and mdmdual landowners
have been meeting over the past year to develop a long-term, flexible resource ‘management plan for the
Laguna de Santa Rosa. The group has agreed on the foﬁomng ten Iong—term goals* ‘

,-» _ Coordinate resource management.

‘ Agrlculf:ural Landawner PI'G]E . ; . . Preserve, restere and enhance natxve habxtats

 PRIVATE OWNERSHIP will continue . ~ + Accomplish recovery of native species. .
‘ ant pa Laguna. The Lagunade =~ Assist landowners in conserving and enhancing namral resourcas

?d . helpm% - > Support the long—term viability of agncxﬂmre

Imprsve water quahty

Improve mtegrated ﬂoodplam management ,
in 7 : Impreve pubhc access and educanonal oppartumtles -

- the pubhc at Iarge. - . ... ‘ Preserve and enhance scemc values‘

By managmg Izvestock, mdmdual landowners
_can help improve water quality and floodplain
\ m agement, as well as enhance natxve habitat.

‘ enhance natwe hab:tatk Fe’

. The group is now Iec)kmg for pro;ects that wxﬁ ac:comphsh at ieast two or more of these gcais. An
example is replanting trees along the streambanks. This will improve water quality, i improve floodplain
‘management, enhance native habitat, assist recovery of species and enhance scenic values. Other
_cooperative projects could include enhancing habitat along the flood channels, reducing sedimentation,
~ assisting individual landowners to develop management plans, restoring and enhancing | hastanc wetlands
and upiands and encouraging public acquisition of land from willing sellers.

“ ~ Using MP :an m'zgatad . ‘ ‘
: ‘ re and fs}mgg - _ This; issue of Lﬁgmrzé Views mghhghts s ati ve mpleme"xtatmn projects diat acmeve several gua%s.

For mare mform:zan on the plan azzd the piannmg process, see page 2 ﬁnd out how you can éecome mvolved on page 4.

f{waterfowl P

ALTHOUGH THE LAGUNA is one of the
largest freshwater wetlands in the Coast Range—
and the most biologically diverse—more than

~ IN ADDITION to the projects mghhgmed in his
~ issue of Lagzma Views, some of the other
projects in the Laguna de Santa Rosa mclude .

| about dxe‘prq;ects descrxbed m*'

, o the Laguna Feuﬂdauan or cali
Kim Cordell, th ecutive Director, a

_more information on the Laguna de Santa Rosa, ask fm‘«

the Laguna “ollection at the Sebastopol Branch af the
Sonoma County Regmnai L:brary o

regular bird counts by the Audubon Society, a

study of otters ‘begun by Santa Rosa Junior
_ College and studies of heron and egret rookeries
_ by Audubon Canyon Ranch. The City of Santa
Rosa is also warkmg to develop grazing
~ management strategies that work for both Laguna‘ ‘
- rest(}ratmn and local ranchers ‘ ‘

2,500 acres of marsh have been lost. Of the
waterfowl that historically migrated to the Laguna

100 years ago, only a fraction are here today.

Some waterfowl species such as the trumpeter

~ swan are now gone from the Laguna. Other

species such as the wood duck are barely holding
on. Lack of cover and poor forage keep

: waterfawi numbers low.  (Continued on page 2)




