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The Laguna de Santa Rosa is a flat, low-lying area w&s@% Santa Rosaand mmwan%i The greater Ewcza arewlies roughly between
Highway 116 and Sebastopol on the west. it is roughly definied by a north-south-boundary composed of connections between Liano
Rd.. Irwin Lane, Willowside Road and Olivet Road from Highway 116 on the south, to Mark West Creek on the north. The Laguna

drains a basin of 250 square miles that includes the cities of Cotati, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa.and. Sebastopol.

=\m§m% ~the mix of earth and water - are among
the most productive of all natural lands. The beauty of a
wetland's ecosystem is the “services” it provides not only to
the biological population which inhabits them. but to humans

as well—provided free of charge by the environment.
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There are numerous public agencies which have various
< degrees of jurisdiction over wetlands.” And, ves they ail fall
neatly into the typical complex layers of bureaucracy. How-

ever, tobegin to understand what primary systems we currently .

have in place is always a good place to start. This edition
ycuses only on the Federsl level. The next publication will
cover the State.

Clean Water Act (1972)

in 1972 the Federal Government established the Clean
Water Act which includes a system for the Corp of Engineers
toregulate placing of fill. |
{regulated) it needs to meet the definition of a wetland as
%mumaﬁ&mﬁmmmém@}nw

B Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is the primary
source of protection of wetlands. It enforces the Clean Water
Act by requiring a permit to Emnm fill in waters of the United
States. Although this attempt is a good faith effort, there are
weaknesses that need to be strengthened. One weakness is
that there are no regulations if one drains wetlands.

B EPA Guidelines: The Corp of Engineers uses manda-
tory EPA guidelines which provide conditions on placing fill.
The most important parts are: 1) The avoidance of damaging
wetlands, where feasible, by considering alternate sites and
2) the requirement of mitigations.

B A Federal Manual was established to identify and de-
lineate jurisdictional wetlands. The 1987 and 1989 Federal
Manual were not made part of the public review process and
were used loosely as guidelines for agericies. Both permitted
flexibility for personal judgment. In 1991 a new draft manual
was submitted. Findings by agencies during the public review
period revealed that California would suffer a 50 percent loss
of the remaining 500,000 wetland acres. It has beeni puton the
shelf. There is some confusion as to which manual is presently
being used, but rumor has it that it is the 1987 manual.

* County of Sonoma; Sonvma County Water Agency; Sonoma-Marin Mos-
quito Abatement District; Local Agency Formation Commission; Citles of
Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, Cotati and Rohnert Park; North Coast Water Quality
Control Board; Bay Area Alr Quality Management District; Galifornia Depart-
ment of Fish and Game; Federal Emergency Management Agency; U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

The wwmm% of a wetland to function as integrated units in

order for a wetland to be protected
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& Habitat for Threatened and Endangered Species —
At least one-third of the nation’s threatened or endangered
species live in wetland areas. Recently three plant species in
the Santa Rosa Plains were federally listed as endangered. In
1964, the California yellow-billed Cuckoo nested in the
Laguna, but due to channelization and agricultural clearing,
they no longer have a suitable habitat.

® Marine Pish and Shelifish Production — Roughly
two-thirds of our shellfish and important commercial and
sport species of marine fish rely on coast marshes for
spawning and nursety prounds. As wetlands are destroyed,
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runs from $3 to $4 billion each year. The damage-diminish-
ing function of wetlands is vitally important. The Laguna
stores 75,000 acre feet of floodwaters during 100-year
storms, lowering the flood stage and decreasing flood
damage in Guerneville.

® Water Quality — Like giant kidneys, wetlands act as
natural water purification mechanisms. They remove silt
and filter out and absotb many pollutants such as
waterborne chemicals. Much of the nation’s drinking water
is from groundwater. When complex natural systems are
destroyed, taxpayers pay dearly for additional treatment and
health costs due to polluted drinking water,
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» Saltwater Intrusion Control — The flow of freshwater
through wetlands creates groundwater pressure that
prevents saltwater from invading public water supplies.

» Shoreline Stabilization — By absorbing wave and
storm ‘energy and slowing water currents, wetland vegeta-
tion serves as a buffer against shoreline erosion.

¢ Reduction of Coastal Storm Damage - Coastal
marshes help to blunt the fotce of major storms by reducing
the height of storm waves and resulting erosion and
property damage.

» Recreational Opportunities — Wetlands offer
unspoiled, open Space for the aesthetic enjoyment of nature,
as-well as activities such as hiking, fishing, hunting,
photography, and environmental education. Wetland habitat
destruction threaten these activities.

» Global — Increasingly, global functions are becoming
more important because of the wetlands’ role.in nitrogen,
sulphur, methane and carbon dioxide ¢ycles. Wetlands are
the Jast buffers protecting planktonic life in the oceans, a
necessary component in stabilizing greenhouse gases which
gre in danger-of causing global warming.

America’s wetlands are in peril. We have repeatedly
enacted laws and devised programs that were aimed at
encouraging the develapment of wetlands. As a result, mote
than 100 million acres of the nation’s wetlands have been
destroyed = 50 percent in the lower 48 states in the past
200 years, The U.S. is losing almost 500,000 wetlands acres
per year under existing “protection.” California has lost 91
percent of its original wetlands; leaving only 500,000 acres.
Through neglect and misunderstanding, wetlands were seett
as marginal lands to be filled, diked, channelized, drained
and polluted without consideration of their importance to
our lives.

Take a moment to reflect, amidst the oaks and ver
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Without wetlands, our ecosyster is dead.
Sources: 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Service; Golden Bear Biostudies

Current Actions to Protect
or Dismantle the Wetlands

Although numerous actions are in Ea%mmm from the
Federal to the local level; there are crifical movements going
on at the Pederal level which beg for public participation:

B Clean Water Act now being revised.
Several bills have been introduced in the legislature which
will influence the revision of the Clean Water Act. Two of
them have proven to be the most important at this time:

a} HR1330 (Hayes}: HR1330 would dismantle the
whole system. It calls for setting up categoties of wetlands.
Those meeting highest requirements would be protected,
eliminating a major portion of wetlands. Scientifically;
wetlands have different functions dependent upon one
another: wildlife habitat; flood control, water purification;
and recreation, [See Wetlands — A Priceless Commodity,
above.) Scientifically, wetlands cannot be judged better than
another, Ranking is a political move.

b} HR4255 (Edwards): HR4255 was created to counter
HR1330 (Hayes) and build in improvements to the existing
Section 404 by broadening its scope and impeding Presiderit
Bush's efforts to deregulate. Basically, it closes loopholes in
existing regulatory structure and strengthens ot clarifies
other elements. One key element expands Section 404 of
the:Clean Water Act. Currently it only prohibits filling or
dredging activities in wetlands. It expands the regulation to
all activities that harm wetlands, such as draining, removal
of vegetation [disking], channelization; etc. This means that
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developers will no longer be able to drain a wetland, get rid
of its wetland vegetation and then go to the Army Corpof
Engineers and declare that “this is no wetland.”

B President Bush’s Protecting America’s Wetlands
Program: Bush is using an interesting method to deal with
the wetlands issue. Separate from congressional action, he
has begun efforts to change administrative practices which
won't receive public review. His agenda runs parallei to
HR1330 by pushing the establishment of a wetland ranking
system. His efforts have been restrained due to the election.
Time will tell.

These are important actions being taken by your
representatives. This publication will contintue to keep you
abreast of what is going on. If you can see the wisdom to
oppose HR1330(Hayes) and support HR4225(Edwards),
please take the time and write your Representative immedi-
ately. To date the HR1330(Hayes) has 160 co-sponsors, The
HR4225(Edwards) bill was just recently submitted and has
received 40 co-sponsors to date. Environmentalists nation-
wide have just combpleted & trip back to Washington to
gather more Sponsors.

Your voice Is just as important. See Page 12 for the
address of your representative. For more information, call
Marc Holmes (510)452-0261 of the Save California
Wetlands organization headguartered in Oakland.




