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“It’s one of those questions we
struggle with,” said Sam Spooner,
Sebastopol’s mayor and a Green
Party City Council member. “The
Green Party is about social justice
as well as environmental issues”

The laguna, a 28;000-acre ex-
panse of oak savanna, riparian
woodland, pastures and marsh be-
tween OoEa and the Russian Riv-
er, fronts the cityls entire eastern
border, checking the sprawl of the
central county’s cities and acting
as an emergency bypass during
winter floods.

Generally, Sebastopol’s large
and active environmental: com-
munity — including the Green
Party members who hold three of
the five seats on the City G
— considers .preservation .

But Laguna Vista, a develop-
ment planned for a 2l-acre m:m
south of dow

ﬁa mummﬁ ma o&@ om Em city’s
environmental - activists ‘say ‘the.

157-unit project will hurt Laguna
de Santa Rosa. Few if any. orﬁum:.

on the development as it is cur-

rently presented by its buildess,
Schellinger wwo%mm of mmmﬁ w@.
sa.

The company has %o%m with
Sebastopol’s planning staff for two
years, trying to fine-tune the proj-
ect to make it acceptable to the
City Council. But'in August, the
council sent Schellinger back to
the drawing board.

Unless the firm comes. up with
a palatable plan by the next meet-
ing in October; the. project could
be killed o:EmE

The two: council E,mgvma un-
affiliated with the Green Party are
not enthused about Laguna Vista.
One opposes it outright, and the
other has taken aneutral position.
But some Greens say they could
be persuaded to supporta recon-

at site of proposed development with Planning Commissioner Linda K

Greens split over pro
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ject in Sebastopol

state law. Basi-

near the town core,

figured Laguna Vista, that’s required minimizing
“Pm emely conicerned  cally, this is smart g 93 traffic and creeping sprawl.. .
about affordable housing,” said  Joe Ripple, " “There’s no place like this in

Larry Robinson, a Green Party
City Council member running
for re-election in November. “We
desperately need it in this city,
and T'd be willing to make some
compromises if we could get it.”
Robinson complains that the
affordable housing component in
the current project consists of an
o]l the city 2 acres of land
; yrice, with 40 apart-
Emaw. mﬁ e&m g& 3 msoa-

<m~ov8m2 and H‘m& m%& the county,” Evans said on a re-
cent visit to the Laguna Vista site,
He gestured to the expansive
gold-and-green - savanna dotted
with great valley oaks. Emerald
marshlands and riparian groves
stretched to the north
“Mountain lions are regularly -
sighted .right below -there,” he
said, pointing to a nearby stand of
euc vﬁg ,ém h mw&mm popu- -

mummﬁ szmEm to aceo
community concerns.
“It’s very confusing to us,” said
Ripple. “We've been through a
very long process with  public
Qmmmbmm and mwm city staff. This

¢ E by the City Oogn - Is als suc short-e s,
w&qmgmz river otte s. The lagu- . |
na is truly- Bﬁwommzm : ,
o) mmémzcama rmé succeed-
sold at market value.

“That does nothing to improve -
Em oo:dan?x Robinson said.

gﬁmm range i Eﬁm from
$157,000 to $212,000. :

:ww local terms;, that's afford-
able,” he said. “As Schellitiger is

, presenting this, their least expen-

sive’ homes would  be  abou
$350 aoo Hrmmm not sﬁﬁ mmgﬁ

po ,:mmm@ at mmmﬂ mnoanm to-its
general plan.

“The city staff recommends-ap-
proval, essentially  because “it’s
consistent with general plan ob-
jectives,” said Webster. Laguna
Vista, he notes; ,
approved urban ,mgﬁr. bound-

am%ms_m res are below the 100- ;

year floodplain — and we've been can’t mﬁ, %ﬁ%m@ Smimmogm,

to-be very hesitant about getting
involved here. It’s too risky.”

or six years the last no%“m 25
decades. ; ,

~ Sebastopol’s

would allow the

clare a “scenic oﬁ.

17 acres. 1

“haven’t looked at
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“It -is ‘on the margin of the
laguna -~ the development
doesn’t intrude mto it directly,”
he said. “And it satisfies a major
portion of the city’s fair share (af-
fordable) housing obligation

for affordable housing in Sebasto-
~ pol, Evans says it should be built



